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PEDIATRIC SURGERY. 4th Edition. Volumes 1 and 2. Edited by Kenneth J Welch,
Judson G. Randolph, Mark M, Ravitch, James A. O'Neill, Jr., and Marc I. Rowe.
Chicago, Year Book Medical Publishers, Inc., 1986. 1,547 pp. plus index. $250.00.
The fourth edition of this widely used reference text of pediatric surgery certainly
lives up to the golden standards ofthe earlier editions. This large, two-volume work is
composed of monographs from 149 pediatric surgeons, most of whom are experts in
their fields. The five editors have done a superb job of compiling such a massive
amount of information and have, for the most part, refined the material into an
attractive and informative reference work.
Thirty-three new sections have been added since the last edition, including a
streamlining ofearlier lengthy sections on cardiac surgery, orthopedics, and neurosur-
gery. As a result, some excellent additions have been made in transplantation, prenatal
diagnostic techniques, and prenatal support. All in all, these changes support the
general focus ofpediatric surgery today.
Some minor criticisms are bound to occur with a work of this magnitude. In many
chapters, the illustrations and photographs are overused and of poor quality. As well,
other sections are too lightly treated to be considered ofuse for a critical reader ofthe
field. Nevertheless, these criticisms are minor and do not affect the overall strength of
this text.
In short, these volumes are a welcome and superb upgrading of a classic text of
pediatric surgery. In spite of rapidly changing areas of pediaric surgery, this work
should serve as a valued reference for many surgeons in the years to come.
HENRY RICE
Medical Student
Yale University School ofMedicine
PHYSIOLOGIC BASIS OF MODERN SURGICAL CARE. Edited by Thomas A. Miller. St.
Louis, C.V. Mosby Co., 1988. 1,185 pp. $75.00.
Miller's Physiologic Basis ofModern Surgical Care represents a new approach to
introductory surgery texts, one which emphasizes the fundamental physiology of
surgical disease. This text has been released with a flood of publicity by its publishers
and claims tooffer "something for everyone." While this claim is clearlyoverstating its
quality, the book does succeed in filling a needed gap in surgical literature.
Thestyleofthe bookconforms to its title; that is, a discussion ofthephysiologic basis
ofcommon surgical diseases. While far short of a detailed physiology text, most ofthe
chapters do describe, with depth and authority, the pathophysiology of trauma,
gastrointestinal function, and other common surgical disease processes. Given that
most clinical texts do not emphasize these points, this book serves its stated purpose
well.
A chapter which particularly appealed to me is the discussion of the physiology of
the acute abdomen. While the clinical distinctions between various causes of acute
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abdominal pain have been emphasized in traditional surgical texts, this book is the first
clear discussion of the neurologic and anatomic basis of abdominal pain that I have
encountered. I certainly agree with the authors that this mode of teaching ensures a
more complete and, I hope, greater understanding ofclinical surgery.
The text is well constructed, and, with the exception of a few poorly printed
radiographs, very few flaws can be found. Although its lofty goal is that of communi-
cating both clinical surgical principles and introductory physiology, the book cannot
substitute for either a clinical or a physiology text. I found the book useful, however,
and would encourage students and physicians in training to keep it handy as a
reference.
HENRY RICE
MedicalStudent
Yale University School ofMedicine